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SSgt 2nd Bomb Group, 49th and 96th Squadrons
European African Middle Eastern Theatre
Ball Turret Gunner, B17s
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Shipping out, 1943



TIMELINE EDWARD B. MIERZEJEWSKI
• Inducted into the US Army 21 July 1943 at Fort Benjamin Harrison, 

Indiana

• Sperry gun training and flight training at Las Vegas Air Field, February 
1944. Involved in accidental mechanical failure of a B17G.

• Further training at MacDill Field, Florida May-June 1944. A number of 
these men flew in the 2nd Bomb Group on missions with my father. 
(I’ve included a photo with identification of all in this training group.)

• Sent to European African Middle Theatre, arriving 3 July 1944. 
Handwritten log of missions.

• First was a member of the 49th Bomb Squad and then transferred to 
the 96th Bomb Squad as a ball turret gunner on B17s. 



TIMELINE EDWARD B. MIERZEJEWSKI 
(CONT’D.)
• Involved in missions aimed at Verona, Ploesti, Memminham, 

San Vallier, Ordetal, and Blechhammer, and other targets.

• Mission 234 over Memmingham, Germany was in the Flying 
Latrine.  

• Mission 263 over Moravska Ostrava, Czechoslovakia. 

• Last mission, #306, over Brux Czechoslovakia noted in his 
journal as FINITO! This mission occurred on 11 November 1944. 
He was given leave to go home to celebrate his 20th birthday 
on 23 December in Toledo, Ohio. 



SPERRY GUN TRAINING/TRAINING LAS 
VEGAS AIR FIELD FEBRUARY 1944
• Training on B17G

• Mechanical failure of right landing gear, wheel did not 
completely come down, retracting mechanism failed.

• No injuries.

• Crew/men involved: 2nd Lt. Ernest R. Agnew Pilot, 2nd Lt. James 
C. Harris Pilot, Sgt Henry W. Luce, S/Sgt Jerry D. Johnson, PFC 
Warren Spence, Pvt Camden W. Michael, Cpl Carroll E. 
Theriault, Pvt John L. Funkhouser, PFC Gordon V. Wescott, Pvt 
Henry W. Means, Pvt James E. Ringham (unsure of surname), 
Pvt Edward B. Mierzejewski



MISSIONS WHILE IN EUROPEAN 
AFRICAN MIDDLE THEATRE THEATRE
The following slides contain my father’s handwritten log of his 
missions. Where the data he recorded varies from what is on the 
2nd Bomb Group’s database on its website, the entry is noted in 
orange. In one instance, an entire mission is missing from my 
father’s log (October 17, 1944 over Blechhammer). 

There is some numbering with each mission recorded on the 
handwritten log, although I do not understand what these 
numbers refer to. Perhaps someone will understand. 



MISSIONS

49th Bomb Squad 2nd Bomb Group (H)
1. July 13, 1944 Verona, N. Italy, Railroad 

Bridge Mission 230 Aircraft 2102830
2. July 15, 1944 Ploesti, Rumania Oil 

Refinery Mission 232 Aircraft 238205
3. July 18, 1944 Memmingham Germany, 

Airdrome Mission 234 Aircraft 46176
July 20, 1944 Transfer to 96th B.S., 2nd B.G (H)
4. July 31, 1944 Ploesti Rumania Oil 

Refinery Mission 243 Aircraft 46289
5. August 16, 1944 San Valier, France 

Railroad Bridge Mission 253 Aircraft48103
6. August 18, 1944 Ploesti, Rumania Oil 

Refinery Mission 253 Aircraft 46289
7. August 22, 1944 Ordetal, Germany Oil 

Refinery Mission 256 Aircraft 46116



MISSIONS (CONT’D.)
8. August 23, 1944 Vienna, Austria Oil Refinery 

Mission 257 Aircraft 231473
9. August 24, 1944 Pardubice, Czechoslovakia 

Aircraft Plant Mission 258 Aircraft 48167
10. August 25, 1944 Spare. The log I have 

indicates that this was Mission 259, Brno 
Czechslovakia. 

11. August 26, 1944 Venzone, Italy, Viaduct, 
Mission 260 Aircraft 297161

12. August 27, 1944 Bechhammer, Germany, Oil 
Refinery, Mission 261 Aircraft 297508

13. August 28, 1944 Moosbierbaum, Austria, Oil 
Refinery, Mission 262 Aircraft 297161 

14. August 29 Provasa Czechslovakia, Oil 
Refinery, Mission 263, Aircraft 46414

15. September 3, 1944 Sava Railroad Bridge, 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia, Mission 266, Aircraft 
46443



MISSIONS (CONT’D.)
16. September 4. 1944 Genoa Italy, Submarine 

Plant (?), Mission 268, Aircraft 297438
17. September 5, 1944 Budapest Hungary 

Railroad Bridge, Mission 269, Aircraft 46399
18. September 10, 1944 Vienna Austria, Oil 

Storage Tanks, Mission 272, Aircraft 297438
19. September 12, 1944 Ulm Germany, Jet 

Propelled Aircraft Plant, Mission 273, Aircraft 
440912

20. September 13, 1944 Blechhammer
Germany, Administrative Buildings, Mission 
274, Aircraft 46379

21. September 15, 1944 Athens, Greece, Khalkis 
Airdrome, Mission 275, Aircraft 46395

22. September 17, 1944 Budapest, Hungary, 
Marshalling Yard, Mission 276, Aircraft 29716

23. September 20, 1944 Budapest Hungary, 
Railroad Bridge, Mission 278, Aircraft 2107006



MISSIONS (CONT’D.)
24. September 22, 1944 Munich, Germany, 

Aircraft Engine Factory, Mission 280, Aircraft 
46395

25. September 24 – 30, 1944, Rest Camp, Rome
26. October 7, 1944, Vienna, Austria, 

Underground Oil, Mission 284, Aircraft 297438
27. October 12, 1944 Bologna, Italy, German 

Bivouac Area, Mission 288, Aircraft 2107006
28. October 13, 1944 Blechhammer Germany, 

Oil Refinery, Mission 289, Aircraft  46395
29. October 17, 1944. ERT? Mission 293, This is not 

noted in the handwritten log. 
30. October 20, 1944 Brux Germany, Oil Storage 

Tanks, Mission 294, Aircraft 46414
31. October 23, Pilsen Czechoslovia, Skoda Steel 

Works, Mission 295, Aircraft 46414
32. November 1, 1944, Vienna Austria, 

Ordnance Depot, Mission 300, Aircraft 
338483



MISSIONS (CONT’D.)
33. November 4, 1944 Regensberg, Germany, 

Oil Refinery, Mission 303, Aircraft 338483
34. November 7, 1944 Moosbierbaum, Aistria, 

Oil, Mission 305, Aircraft 338483
35. November 11, 1944 Brux, Czechoslovia, Oil, 

Mission 308, Aircraft 46414

FINITO



PHOTO WITH BALL TURRET AND GUN

Unknown location, taken 
sometime during 1944 in 
Europe.

My father gave this photo 
to a cousin, Milton 
Mierzejewski, Jr. Milton 
contacted me and 
provided me with the 
photo. 



FLYING LATRINE

Flown July 18, 1944 Memmingham Germany, Airdrome Mission 234 Aircraft 
46176. Photo courtesy of Antone Sousa, nephew of George Ratje.



CREW 211, MACDILL AIR FIELD FLORIDA JUNE 1944

Photo taken June 10, 
1944.
My father inscribed each 
of the names of the men 
he trained with. Several 
served with him in the 
49th and 96th. 
Inscription is on back of 
photo and follows on 
next slide. The inscription 
is transcribed on the next 
slide. 



CREW 211, MACDILL AIR FIELD FLORIDA JUNE 1944
Transcrption

MacDill Field, June 10, 1944
Crew 221
June 10, 1944
Top Row
Left to Right
Pilot Flight Officer Ramsey, California
Co-Pilot Flight Officer Vaughn, New York
Navigator Flight Officer Peck, Pennsylvania
Commander Flight Officer Strickland, 
Virginia
Engineer Sgt. Tague, Chicago, Ill.
Bottom Row, Kneeling
Assit. Engineer Cpl. Reynolds, Waist Gunner, 
Oklahoma
Radio Operator Sgt. Barth, Pennsylvania
Me (Edward Mierzejewski), Ball Turret 
Gunner, Ohio
Armourer Sgt Casey, Waist Gunner, New 
York
Assit. Armourer Sgt. Ratje, Tail Gunner, 
California



LONE WOLF MISSION
• The following slides contain scans of a story my father 

kept that was published in Yank Magazine, the Army 
Weekly, Vol 3 No 32: January 26, 1945

• My father wrote at the top, “this happened in my outfit 
and is a true story.”

• I do not believe my father was involved in this mission. 
However, this may be interesting reference material for 
someone else. 

• A copy of this story is online at 
https://archive.org/details/1945-01-
26YankMagazine/page/n9, produced by the University of 
Michigan.



LONE WOLF MISSION



LONE WOLF MISSION



GEORGE RATJE
Photo courtesy of Antone Sousa, 
nephew of George Ratje. George 
trained and flew missions with my 
father.

George was a waist gunner. He 
survived his World War 2 
experiences and returned home 
to California. He passed away in 
California on 30 July 1950.


